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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Carnegie UK Trust 

Principles  

The Carnegie UK Trust welcomes the opportunity to respond to the Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform Committee consultation on Green recovery. The Trust believes 
that our existing knowledge-base, coupled with the emerging evidence amidst the crisis, can 
provide insight that supports plans to rebuild and recover in a sustainable way. 

Whilst we agree with the principles of sustainable development, we think that two additional, 
overarching principles need to be considered.  

Principle 1: We need a new way of thinking that reflects how our different aspects of 
wellbeing are intrinsically linked.  

Principle 2: The Scottish Government should prioritise delivering a recovery that 
utilises the wellbeing approach already outlined within the existing National 
Performance Framework. This includes environmental outcomes as part of a holistic 
understanding of wellbeing. 

As a leading advocate for wellbeing frameworks that allow governments to measure social 
progress for citizens in a meaningful way, at the Carnegie UK Trust we believe that the 
different aspects of wellbeing are intrinsically linked, something that the pandemic has 
brought back into focus for many - our health, wealth and happiness are all connected, as 
are the social, economic and environmental goals for society. Recovery from the pandemic 
requires us to go beyond silos, and a green recovery should be seen as part of a wider 
response and a new way of thinking amongst all kinds of decision-makers.   

Barriers  

There is no healthy population without systems for ensuring basic needs are met on a 
foundation of a sustainable environment, and there is no economy without a healthy 
population.  

We are concerned governments’ will focus on economic growth above all in the face of the 
‘record-breaking’ recession forecast. The challenge is to plan the recovery in a way that not 
only meets climate change targets, but also takes into account the virus has exacerbated 
social and regional inequalities.  

Many of the older industrial areas of the Scotland are those most negatively affected by 
COVID-19 and a green recovery should include a place-based component.  These industrial 
areas of Scotland are largely made up of towns, rather than cities, and manufacturing remains 
a key component of the economy (the proportion of jobs in industry is twice that in the main 
regional cities). As jobs decline in carbon-heavy sectors, workers in these areas should be 
retrained and supported to transition to low-carbon jobs. We cannot consign large swathes 
of the population to poor quality jobs knowing that they result in poorer health and decimated 
communities.  

https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/
https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/our-2016-2020-strategy/
https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/project/measuring-what-matters/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(20)30084-0/fulltext
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bb773c49b7d1510743e696f/t/5e3c40b589f1dd0fb73a7fab/1581007047835/How+to+rebuild+the+economy+of+Britain%27s+older+industrial+towns.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bb773c49b7d1510743e696f/t/5e3c40b589f1dd0fb73a7fab/1581007047835/How+to+rebuild+the+economy+of+Britain%27s+older+industrial+towns.pdf
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At the same time, there needs to be a recognition that towns are important in their own right, 
and go beyond being commuter belts for nearby cities. A green economy requires a focus on 
newer, greener transport that includes safer streets, and connecting towns to each other as 
well as to their city and rural neighbours. It requires a more equitable access to digital and 
broadband services and a focus on a digital transformation across Scotland.  

COVID-19 is having a significant impact on many aspects of wellbeing, and a barrier to green 
recovery is not considering these impacts, and Scotland’s future wellbeing, in the round. We 
are concerned that the Scottish Government has set up a large number of reviews related to 
Covid-19 recovery, but it’s not clear how they relate to each other or how the trade-offs 
between them and the different interests and sectors involved will be handled.  

Policies, actions and priorities 

With this in mind, the Trust believes that the Scottish Government should seek to join up and 
rebalance the emphasis given to the Social, Economic, Environmental, Democratic (SEED) 
outcomes for society, and utilise the existing National Performance Framework as a 
mechanism for making and debating trade-offs between different domains of 
wellbeing. 

We believe that a significant increase in the visibility and use of the National Outcomes and 
National Performance Framework will facilitate a green recovery, placing social, economic, 
environmental and democratic wellbeing at the centre of the medium-term recovery plan. A 
crisis can create the conditions for a new narrative to be developed, a change in how we see 
ourselves and understand the world. It has revealed how closely related our health, economy 
and environment are. The Scottish Government should use this as an opportunity to advocate 
for the National Performance Framework as the best way to rebuild and recover.  

With regard to specific actions and funding priorities, you may be interested in our response 
to the Parliamentary inquiry call for evidence on the Sustainable Development Goals.  

The 2021/22 Budget 

We have responded to the Finance and Constitution Committee's pre-Budget 2021-22 
scrutiny call for views. Our response was driven by the two key principles of: 

Principle 1: We need a new way of thinking that reflects how our different aspects of wellbeing 
are intrinsically linked.  

Principle 2: The Scottish Government should prioritise delivering a recovery that utilises the 
wellbeing approach already outlined within the existing National Performance Framework. 
This includes environmental outcomes as part of a holistic understanding of wellbeing. 

https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/category/blog/
https://bit.ly/3hpJKEz
https://d1ssu070pg2v9i.cloudfront.net/pex/carnegie_uk_trust/2020/07/06135633/Carnegie-UK-Trust-SDGs-consultation-response_Final.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115303.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/115303.aspx

